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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 09 September 2009 . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 2, 4, 6, 8-16. 21-23. 25-28. 30. 31. 33-44. and 50 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) Dan b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. n Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/Stefanos Karmis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20091 119 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . This communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed 09 November 2009 
and to the Examiner's Amendment authorized by Applicant. 

Status of Claims 

2. Claims 2, 4, 6, 8-16, 21-23, 25-28, 30, 31, 33-44, and 50 are allowed. 

Amendment to the Claims 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mike Downs Reg. No. 50,252 on 19 November 2009. 

The apphcation has been amended as follows: 
1. (CANCELLED) 



2. (PROPOSED AMENDED) A method for providing an offer during a transaction 
between a merchant and a customer, comprising: 
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receiving, via an electronic communications network, a request for authorization of a 
purchase amount for a transaction between a merchant and a customer, the purchase amount to 
be paid from a financial account of the customer; 

determining, by a server comprising at least one processor, an offer based on the received 
request; 

transmitting an authorization of the purchase amount; 

transmitting, by the server, the offer for output to the customer on a record of charge^ 

wherein the record of charge includes a first signature line associated with and for 
indicating acceptance of the purchase amount only and a second signature line associated 
with and for indicating acceptance of the offer output on the record of charge ; 
determining that the customer has signed the second signature line of the record of 
charge, thereby receiving an acceptance of the offer by the customer on the record of charge ; and 
providing a benefit to the customer after receiving the acceptance, 
in which the offer defines an obligation for the customer to fulfill in exchange for the 

benefit, 

in which the offer is selected from the group consisting of: 

a supplemental product offer for the obligation of an additional payment in 

addition to the purchase amount to be provided by the customer in exchange for a 

supplemental product, and 

a cross-subsidy offer for providing a discount toward the purchase amount in 

exchange for the obligation of the customer accepting an offer of a third party other than 

the customer and the merchant. 

3. (CANCELLED) 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 2, in which the offer is a 
cross-subsidy offer and in which the benefit comprises the discount toward the purchase amount. 



5. (CANCELLED) 
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6. (PROPOSED AMENDED) A method for providing an offer during a transaction 
between a merchant and a customer, comprising: 

receiving, via an electronic communications network, a request for authorization of a 
purchase amount for a transaction between a merchant and a customer, the purchase amount to 
be paid from a financial account of the customer; 

determining, by a server comprising at least one processor, an offer based on the received 
request; 

transmitting an authorization of the purchase amount; 

transmitting, by the server, the offer for output to the customer on a record of charge^ 

wherein the record of charge includes a first signature line associated with and for 
indicating acceptance of the purchase amount only and a second signature line associated 
with and for indicating acceptance of the offer output on the record of charge; and 
determining that the customer signed the second signature line, thereby indicating 
acceptance of the offer, -r-aftd 

providing a benefit to the customer if the offer is accepted, 

in which the offer defines an obligation for the customer to fulfill in exchange for a the 

benefit, 

in which the offer is selected from the group consisting of 

a supplemental product offer for the obligation of an additional payment in 

addition to the purchase amount to be provided by the customer in exchange for a 

supplemental product, and 

a cross-subsidy offer for providing a discount toward the purchase amount in 

exchange for the obligation of the customer accepting an offer of a third party other than 

the customer and the merchant. 

7. (CANCELLED) 

8. (PROPOSED AMENDED) The method of claim [[7]] 6, further comprising: 
adjusting an available credit limit of the financial account based on the received indicated 

acceptance of the offer . 
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9. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 8, in which the adjusting step includes: 
providing a discount on the purchase amount. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 8, wherein the adjusting step includes: 
providing a reward of alternate currency after the acceptance. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of transmitting the 
authorization comprises: 

determining whether the financial account is in good standing; and 
transmitting the authorization for the transaction if the financial account is in good 
standing. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of determining whether 
the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial account is at least zero. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of determining whether 
the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial account is at least zero after 
acceptance of the offer by the customer. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of transmitting the offer 
further comprises: 

determining whether the financial account is in good standing; and 
transmitting the offer for output to the customer on a record of charge if the financial 
account is in good standing. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of determining whether 
the account is in good standing comprises: 
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determining whether an available balance of the financial account is at least zero. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of determining whether 
the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial account is at least zero after 
acceptance of the offer by the customer. 

17-20. (CANCELLED) 

21 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is determined based on a 
product identifier of a product purchased during the transaction. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is determined based on a 
merchant identifier. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is determined based on 
the purchase amount. 

24. (CANCELLED) 

25 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 6, in which the cross- 
subsidy offer comprises an obligation of the customer to accept an offer for a service of the third 
party, and further comprising: 

providing a discount on the purchase amount after the customer accepts the offer for a 
service. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25, wherein the offer comprises a requirement 
that the customer use the service for a predetermined time. 
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27. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25, wherein the service includes at least one 
of long distance telephone service, Internet service, banking services, credit card account 
services, insurance service, securities trading service, satellite television service, and cable 
television service. 

28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 6, in which the offer is a 
cross-subsidy offer, and further comprising: 

providing a discount to the customer after the customer accepts the cross-subsidy offer. 

29. (CANCELLED) 

30. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer comprises a plurality of 

offers. 

3 1 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 30, wherein the customer accepts at least one 
of the plurality of offers. 

32. (CANCELLED) 

33. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

adjusting a balance of a financial account of the merchant if the customer accepts the 

offer. 

34. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the financial account is a credit 
card account. 



35. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34, wherein the offer is determined based on 
an available balance of the credit card account. 
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36. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34, wherein the offer is based on credit history 
of the customer. 

37. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the financial account is a debit 
account. 

38. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of transmitting the 
authorization further comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the debit account is at least equal to the 
purchase amount; and if so: 

transmitting the authorization. 

39. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of transmitting the 
authorization further comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the debit account is at least equal to the 
purchase amount plus an amount associated with the offer; and if so: 
transmitting the authorization. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
reconciling a merchant account after receiving the record of charge. 

41 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
debiting the financial account by the purchase amount. 

42. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
crediting a merchant account after receiving an acceptance by the customer. 
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43 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of 
transmitting the offer further comprises: 

transmitting a code to a point-of-sale terminal of the merchant, the code corresponding to 
the offer. 

44. (PROPOSED AMENDED) A method for processing a transaction between a 
merchant and a customer, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a financial account to be charged for a purchase amount 
corresponding to a transaction; 

transmitting, via an electronic communications network to a server comprising at least 
one processor , a request for authorization to charge the financial account for the purchase 
amount; 

receiving, from the server in response to the transmitting step, an authorization for the 

purchase amount and an offer to be presented to the customer; and 
providing the offer to the customer on a record of charge, 

wherein the record of charge contains a first signature line associated with and for 
indicating acceptance of the purchase amount only and a second signature line associated 
with and for indicating acceptance of the offer provided on the record of charge; and 
determining that the customer signed the second signature line, thereby indicating 

acceptance of the offer , 

in which the offer defines an obligation for the customer to fulfill in exchange for a 

benefit, 

in which the offer is selected from the group consisting of 

a supplemental product offer for the obligation of an additional payment in 

addition to the purchase amount to be provided by the customer in exchange for a 

supplemental product, and 

a cross-subsidy offer for providing a discount toward the purchase amount in 

exchange for the obligation of the customer accepting an offer of a third party other than 

the customer and the merchant. 
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45 - 49. (CANCELLED) 

50. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 44, further comprising: 
receiving an adjustment to a balance of a financial account of the merchant after the 
customer accepts the offer. 

51-63. (CANCELLED) 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record. Cole U.S. Patent 5,850,217, Schreadley Jr. U.S. Patent 5,887,903 
(hereinafter Schreadley), and Restaurants Offering Own Tips On How Much To Give Waiter 
(hereinafter Wilson) combined teach a method for providing an offer during a transaction 
between a merchant and a customer. Cole teaches receiving a request for authorization of a 
purchase amount, the purchase amount to be paid from a financial account of the customer 
(column 5, line 46 thru column 7, line 2) and transmitting an authorization of the purchase 
amount through a signature (column 5, line 46 thru column 7, line 2). Cole further teaches 
printing graphical information on the receipt (Figure 7). Schreadley teaches a combined check 
and tipping guide in which a tipping guide is printed on the back of the check for the 
convenience of the customer (column 2, lines 1-57). Cole and Schreadley fail to teach providing 
an offer. Wilson teaches providing an offer that allows customers to check a box for the desired 
tip, thereby outputting on the record of charge an indication of acceptance (See Full Text). This 
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provides a benefit to the customer in that the tip is paid without the customer having to perform 
the calculation 

Regarding independent claim 2, the prior art fails to teach or suggest a method for 
providing an offer during a transaction between a merchant and a customer, comprising: 

receiving, via an electronic communications network, a request for authorization of a 
purchase amount for a transaction between a merchant and a customer, the purchase amount to 
be paid from a financial account of the customer; 

determining, by a server comprising at least one processor, an offer based on the received 
request; 

transmitting, by the server, the offer for output to the customer on a record of charge^ 

wherein the record of charge includes a first signature line associated with and for 
indicating acceptance of the purchase amount only and a second signature line associated 
with and for indicating acceptance of the offer output on the record of charge; and 
determining that the customer signed the second signature line, thereby indicating 
acceptance of the offer, 

in which the offer defines an obligation for the customer to fulfill in exchange for a 

benefit, 

in which the offer is selected from the group consisting of 

a supplemental product offer for the obligation of an additional payment in 
addition to the purchase amount to be provided by the customer in exchange for a 
supplemental product, and 
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a cross-subsidy offer for providing a discount toward the purchase amount in 
exchange for the obligation of the customer accepting an offer of a third party other than 
the customer and the merchant. 

For this reason, claim 2 is deemed allowable over the prior art. Independent claims 6 and 
44 are substantially similar to claim 2 and are thus allowed for similar reasoning. Claims 4, 8- 
16, 21-23, 25-28, 30, 31, 33-43, and 50 are allowed based on their dependency. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEFANOS KARMIS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6744. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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